Favourite Books for Girls and Boys
Island, exciting adventures in the Eastern Archipelago.
His absorbing tale, The Silver Canon, offers a striking
picture of life in the western plains of Mexico. Not
only are there brushes with Indians, but narrow es-
capes from snakes, bisons and bears, and searches for
gold. How this search began we see in the first pages
of the book. Earlier in life Dr. Lascelles " had been
a great lover of geology, and was something of a metal-
lurgist ; and though he had of late devoted himself
to the wild, rough life of a Western cattle-farmer, he
had now and then spent a few hours in exploring the
mountainous parts of the country near : so that when
he had once more to look the world in the face, and
decide whether he should settle down as some more
successful cattle-breeder's man, the idea occurred to
him that his knowledge of geology might prove useful
in this painful strait." Whether it did or not, the tale
shows.
Many of the favourite books written for boys have
reference to sailors ; but it does not happen often that
" Jack Ashore " brings with him to land the manu-
script of a story ; yet that occurred in the year 1867,
when Clark Russell, a young sailor home from the
sea, carried under his arm a novel that he had written
in his hours of leisure.
He had not found it very difficult to spin the yarn,
but now that he was amongst the " land sharks/' he
did not know what to do with it, until he received the
advice of a good friend, Dr. Fennell, who sent him to
the firm of Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston & Co.,
Ltd., by whom his manuscript was accepted.
Clark Russell's first book was not a great success;
and yet it cannot be said to have failed. When years
had passed, and he had gained greater and greater